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trieuels techngehs that weseds eanly
in lepeding the acties otherwise nat-
urally inherest to the plot. The result
is not a happy one. The evenn moves

laboriously and, though now and again
a dash of mederately adriot stage dia-
legue is vuchafe.d the auditorium, the
business is in general a childie busi-
ness and one doddering with rouge-stick
platitudes.

The atory.
A colonel, so goes the play, upe his

death hequeaths his young daughter to a

colleague old enough- to be her father.
Out of duty, as she ses It, the flapper
marries this ancient, though her cardiac
inclination is toward the usual haoensse
young lieutenant. In the conventional
"moment of madness," the flapper and
the young lieutenant engage In a biolo(l-
cal conference, the which is observed by
one Hecht. orderly to the Colonel-Hus-
band and as deep-eyed a scoundrel as a

Paul Armstrong hero. The orderly, who
for several years has had his eye upon
the flapper-wife, seeks now to barter
his silence with the cutie for a warm

kiss or two. The which proposal horri-
flies the lady and the orderly promptly
chokes her.
Coming to. the young person is con-

fronted with the numerous terrors of the
situation. What to do? She at length
decides upon drowning. But ere she wets
herself. she pens a confession to her

legal mate. At this crisis, the young
lieutenant commits suicide, the Colonel-
Husband shoots Hecht dead, the cutie is

pulled out of the creek and-hug--curtain.
A tale for the kindergartens. surely.

Mr. Thomas has made a brave effort to

bring his piece up to date by laying its
scene in an army post near the Mexican
border and by injecting Into its dialogue
a stick or two of the stuff current on

the front pages of the daily gazettes,
but such stratagems assist little In con-

cealing the whiskers of the basic ma-

terials. As an example of the play-
writing technique of an epoch before
the advent of such men as Hauptman,
Galsworthy. Brieux. Shaw. et ale., Mr.

Thomas' work may possess interest for
the student, but. in all truth, the play
proves but once again that its creator
has seen. long ere this, his day in court

theatrical done.

Direction Faulty.
The direction of the play is faulty, the

deliberation of its pace deleting it con-

etantly of holding quality even for the
,asual playgoer. The cast includes

TECONCE FROM PAGE ONE.
big photo production will feature Jane
Gray In "Man and His Angel."
Bobbie Heath and his 1916 Song Revue

will be the headline feature of the bill
presented the last half of the week, be-

:inning with the matinees Thursday.
Gottschalk-s reverie. "The Dying Poet,"

selection from Albini's "Baron Trenck;
Powell's intermesso. "Brides and Roses,"
selection from Tobani' "The Opera Mir-
row.': Dosaldson's "You Stole My Heart
Away." and Smith's "The Bee." two
lively foxtrots. will be among the selec-
tions of a fine orchestral program at the
Cosmos concerts today, when new spe-
ialties and other attractions will also

be presented.
Lyeeam-Berlesque.

-'The Mirth of a Nation" is the general
title of this week's attraction at the Ly-
ceum Theater. It is divided into two

acts, each a separate burlesque. The
first is entitled "Risky Dink," and the
other, "Chasing Villa," a topical bur-
lesque on the Mexican situation. The
comedy is in the hands of Matt Kolb,
assisted by Harold Brown, while the
leading feminine roles have been assigned
to Evelyn Price and Hasel Grant.
The runway down into the audience,

which has been a feature of this house
since its opening, will also constitute an

attraction at this creek's show.
L.a Pelletreau. a sensational dancer,

formerly with Ruth St. Denis, will give
expositions of the classic and Oriental
dances at each performance. As an added
attraction for Tuesday and Thursday
nights, there will be wrestling bouts
staged between well-known wrestling
celebrities.

Crandall's Avenue Grand-Feature
Films.

Today's feature at Crandall's Ave-
nue Grand is the Paramount production
of "Madame Butterfly." In which Mary
Pickford assumes a role entirely dis-
similar to any in which she has yet
been seen. Tomorrow brings the
Equitable feature. 'Tha Struggle." in
which appears Frank Sheridan. Many
of its scenes are taken in the tropics.
"Her Great Price," is the title of the
Metro production in which Mabel Tall-
aferro will make her appearance on
Wednesday. Vivian Martin will be seen
Thursday in "A Modern Thelma," the

-plot of which closely corresponds to
Marie Corelli's world-famous story.
'Thelma," a story of the land of the

. midnight sun and the passions of
-stern Vikings. "Armstrong's Wife," a
Paramount production, has been book-
ed for Priday. Edna Goodrich Is the
featured player. The weks bill will
be brought to a conolusion with th~e
showing on Saturday of the World
Film production. 'Then P11 Come Back
to You." featuring Alice Brady.

Stesed-Featsre Filme.
Frank Mills, Edith Reeves, and Htow-

-ard Hickman in "The Moral Fahrio"
will hoid the ecreen at Moore's Strand
Theater today, tomorrow and Tuesday.
"The Moral Fabric" deals with the
theory of the en-called advanced think-
ere who declare that one may with
perfect right defy all law and tsar
aside "the moral fabric" when love
rails, The scenario Is by C. Gardner
Sullivan. On these days the foe sec-
tien of the peegramn will be In the
hamds of Charlee Murray Is Maek Sea-
nett's Keystone comedy "The Love
Riot."
On Wednesday and Thursday Nance

-O'Neill will be seen in a flimisatlon of
Herman Budderman's "The Flames of
Johannis." The secondary attraction

*on these days will he Ethel Tears, Is
"Ceontlng Ont the Ceat." Rarold
Lockwood and May Allison will he the
stellar attractions on Friday and
Saturday In "The Cosse Back." Kate

SPr-lea he Triey' Tea Party" will oon-
Sstitete the added attroetlen on thee
days,
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open the platfern i the Booth Theater.
It Is, aY has been inpuied, a crudely
easited beslne, devoid of sharacterl-
satle and authentic puse., The rtM act
shows us a wealthy New Yerber In the
act af luethg into smock Mariage es ia-
noaent little osantry anidee. The sceos
is a room In a rural hotel Even as
the little lanoanot is about to succumb
to the fellow's nefarlesie plot, the door.
are smashed open and two sleuths in-
trude The latter announce that they
are In the hire of the wealthy rascal's
wife and that they new have the evi-
dence necessary to their clest for the
obtaining of a divorce. Tableau. Pause.
"Hush, darling. I'll fix things up,'
whispers the oppulent regue. He steps
into the corridor. Herolae, in deep dis-
trems, looks fixedly at the audience. Then
-decision! She runs off, reappears with
hat and bag and hurries away from the
place, leaving the deceitful and discon-
solate lurer the center of the stage as
the curtains falls.

Eveaiag miss Feawiek's.
We next fild our heroine in New York.

She has oecome a newspaper reporter.
The managing editor assigns her to get
the name of the co-respondent in the
celebrated Van Kreel's divorce suit. Lit-
tle, of course, does our heroine suspdat
that Van Kreel is In reality her own hotel
fellow! She goes to the Van Kreel
mansion. She meets Madame Van Kreel.
She sees Herr Van Kreel. She faints.
She revives. Van Kreel says he will
divorce his wife and marry her. she
spurns his offer with a noble hauteur.
More curtain.
The next and last portion finds us

back In the newspaper office. What is
our beet heroine to do? She loves the
handsome managing editor and the
handsome managing editor loves her. But
the handsome managing editor. if he
learns that she is the co-respondent. will
jilt her. Shall she tell? Shall si not
tell? Suffice it. at this moment, t 'n-
form a probably highly nervous ,oic
that everything turns out safely, that
the Van Kreels decide to abandon their
suit and that our heroine marries her
hero. As the heroine. Irene Fenwick
gives a performance that holds an audi-
ence in spite of the material vouchsafed
her by the playmakers. Save for a habit
of speaking through her teeth at the
boisterous climaxes. a habit peculiar
also to Doris Keane. Miss Fenwick is a

capable and most engaging young stage
person. Norman Trevor finds little dif-
ficulty in negotiating the managing
editor; Marie Chambers, as Mrs. Van
Kreel, cannot be heard back of the sixth
row, and Harrison Hunter is a fairly
good lurer. The evening is Miss Fen-
wick's.

duction of "The Closed Road." adapted
to the screen by Maurice Tourneur.
which will be seen at Crandall's to-
morrow and Tuesday. William Far-
num appears Wednesday and Thursday
in "A Mas of Borrow," based on "Mood-
man Blind." It deals with a case of
mistaken Identity, which is the cause
of many unfortunate complications
before the final unraveling of the
skein of the story. The week's bill
will be brought to a conclusion .with
the showing on Friday and Saturday
of "The Chain Invisible," a photoplay
version of Richard Le Gallienne's well-
known work. It presents and solves
an interesting sociological theory; that
two individuals of the opposite sex, no
matter l1ow dissimilar their tastes, will
by constant association become mates.
Bruce McRae and Gerda Holmes are
the featured players in this World
Film drama.

Gardea--Feature Films.
Olga Petrova will be seen on the

screen at Moore's Garden Theater in
"Playing with Fire" from today until
Thursday, inclusive. It is from the pen
of Aaron Hoffman. "Playing with Fire"
is a story of studio life and briefly
stated concerns the infatuation of a
model for a worthless artist. Frank
Daniels will form the auxiliary attrac-
tion is his lates farcical success. "Mr.
Jack Inspects Paris," with many of
the principal scenes actually photo-
graphed in the French capital.
On Friday and Saturday Antonio Mo-

reno, remembered for his excellent per-
formances in "The Island of Regenera-
tion" and "The Price for Folly," will
headline the double feature program
in "The Supreme Temptation," in which
he is supported by Dorothy Kelly and
other Vitagraph stars. On these days
Frank Daniels will be seen in another
comedy entitled "Mr. Jack, a Doctor
By Proxy." Special musical accompani-
ments by the Garden Symphony Or-
chestra will be a daily feature.

Crandail's Apolle.-Feature Films.
The story of life "behind the scenes,"

of the struggles of a young girl to
become an opera singer, are depicted
in the Paramount subject. "Tempta-tion," featuring Geraldine Farrar
which is the principal attraction at
Crandall's Apollo today. The supporting
cast includes Theodore Roberts. Pedro
De Cordoba, Elsie Jane Wilson, Ray-
mood Hatton. Anita King, and Ernest
Joy. Mary Miles Hinter will be seen
tomorrow in the Metro feature in
"Lovely Mary." House Peters and June
Elvldge are the featured players in
the World F~ilm production, "The Hand
of Peril." which has been booked for
Tuesday. Charles Neville Buck's novel,"The Call of the Cumberlands," will
be een In photoplay form on Wednes-
day, with Dustin Farnum the featured
player. Mark Twain's "Pudd'nheadWilson," wIll be seen Thursday wIth
Theodore Roberts. in the title role.
Friday's attraction is Charlie Chaplin's
newest effort for the screen. "A Bur-
lesque on Carmen." which will also
be shown on Saturday.

Celebrates Eightieth Birthday.
Genevieve Ward, the actress, celebrated

her eightieth birthday on March 27 In Lon-
don. She is playing at present a promi-
nent part with Sir George Alexander in
"The Basker" at the St. Janmes Theater.
MIss Ward, who In private life is the
Contese de Guerbel, was born In New
York City. She began her siege career
as an opera singer, making her debut at
Berssn, Italy, in lii6. She made her
firt eppearance en the stage at Covent
Garden Theater hi imdi ar' Maid MarlanI
In Mscfarren's opera of "Robin Hood."
Returning to Amierlea 5 i ese made-
bhe- firt appearance in New York at theAcedesay of Music on November 10 of
that yeer am Vloletta In "La Traviats."
Her debut on the Asnerica dramnatic
stage dId net tak, plece until UM. when
she plaped Jane Shire in the play of that'
Oame. se bee speared in nmany parts

assisofS e in"pisegst-Me-Nfot."
a role whisk. bheta way, she bee played
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By D. W. GRIFFITH. tore which will compare with the bes
W HILE there has been a vast the spoken drama can bring forth. But

amount of comment regard- given the theme, the undatandi
ing the advent of the $2 mo- and the ability to project his Ideals
tion picture, it seems to me the moving picture director baa a ma

that there really is no occasion for tonal advantage over the stags direr
surprise that a picture should be pro- tor who puts on a comedy or a drams
duced which vies with the beat offer- of contemporary life. The latter I
ings of the dramatic stage. After all confined and limited in his scope. H
it Is nothing but the old first law of can show only certain scenes in tb
nature-the survival of the fitf!!t. The limits of thee walls, and at heat hat
remainder is pusly.a question of se- only a few square feet In which ti
lection and executio. place his characters. For his back
When It was first announced that we ground he must depend upon painte

intended to present "The Birth of a scenery and manufactu-ed efects
Nation" in a regular Broadway Thea- which are, after all, only miserable
ter, which had never played a picture imitations of natural objects. I do no
attraction before, the wiseacres of the mean this in a spirit of criticism
theater world said It would not suc- There are fundamental ideals of thi
ceed. You see, they knew nothing of spoken drama which make it the ania
pictures. Most peopl- had looked tocrat of the arts. Every one ofu
upon a motion picture drama as a ten has pleasant recollections of great mo
cent proposition They measured ev- ments when true dramatists enjoye
erything by the standard of price. It the privileges of artistic Interprets
was not surprising that they overlook- tions. When a great actor throws thi
ed the fundamental facts in the case beat there is in him into the pncipa
and were unprepared to pass judgment role of a fine play you have a combing
upon this undertaking. But in all tion which Is Irresistible. I have heet
truth there was nothing daring or yen- impressed deeply by such perform
turesome In it. You see, we knew snces upon several visits to the thes
what we had. That was an advantagete. What painting or piece of sculp
which the other fellow had never tak- tare stands out in your memory t
en into consideration, compare with this living. breathn
The significance of this Is In the proof thing you are part of for a sing

of the big picture being an undoubted evening. Long years afterward i
success. There will be many two dot- pleasurable reveries you recall the pla:
lar pictures. The success will depend and the player. Who ever saw Irving'
entirely upon how well they are done, matchless work in "Louis XI." cai

and reverts back solely to a question forget that wonderful scene when hI
of merit. It takes great care, time and urged the Images on his cap to lists
an enormous expense to produce a pic- to him and yet was equivocating a

FRIAR'S FROLIC TO ter. For bw months Charles S Merga
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BESTUPENDOUS AFFAiR assisted bo Elward H. Rogers. Chare
Glpn has written twelve of the cightee

The coming Frolic of the FriTs Is as- musical numbers and most ad the lyr

suming such prodigious proportions that Both the scenery od the costumes wer

Many or the offered features will have especially designed hy Edmund M. La

to he eliminated, otherwio the perform- nr.

sne wouldassume the characteridtics rs. Alexander Graham Bell is banditsof a Chinese play, which takes several the sate of the hoses this year for thtays to conclude. Washington appearance of the ro tGeorge S. Cohen. who is general stage Iwhich takes place at the Belpsco vheate

irector of the t'roticr is only retaining Monday night, May y.

such featuresr-a cannot possibly be of-

fered to the public, other than hy n or-

ganiaaneup of suh magnitude os The neA isits
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Geld in wich to aperats. Oa the stage
these so Caned "edned" as ibtatooa
at best. In the lm pinywO abow the
actul ocesmace aid an net bamper-
e -by the nse ot ear gy or the num-
ber of people we ea aiwd into the
scene. If our story taesnfe to a bat-
tnfil we show an atoal battieSeld.
If it nae that 10,00 people were
part of this easust we engage 10,000
people, rebeasse theme is minute detail,
and when we are ready we show you
that scene as mnenesny as if you
were looking down from a hilltop and
watching an engagment ot contending
foroes.
Lot is look into the cost of this. This

scene for a motio. picture might cont
you In the neighborhood of $75,000.
But the cost onde with the taking of
the original negative. There are no

salaries after thin, and the only ex-
pense is the comparatively slight one
of making now copies from the original
negative.
A big spectacle on the stage can at

the utmost employ 400 people in a
scene. This Is an ununually large num-
ber. It taken the same time and pains
to rehearse them that It does to handle
10,000 people in a motion picture scene.
But the stage production goes on daily.
with eight or ten performances a week,
and the salaries and costuming of the
supernumeraries run up to $2,500 a
week, so that at the end of two sea-
eons thee forces have cost easily

$150.000. Here you have twice the out-
lay for 400 people that it costs a mo-
tion picture director to employ 10.000.
If there is any signifcance in these
figures they point an important moral
without need of further explanation.
In the same way we can go aeid and
get anything we want. If there is a
shipwreck we show the angry sea and
the restless waves. For a lover's tryst
we have but to pick out some sylvan
dell and bring our players there and let
them act as two people In love would
act under a given circumstance, and
the great audiences weave their own
romances and do the larger share of
the acting for that scene. Along the
side lines we can have roses blooming
in the sunlight with a snow crusted
mountain in the background., In our
drama the trees wave .in the breezes
and blades of grass damp with real
dewdrops are none too insignifcant to
become a part of the action. You see,
an observing director has the world
for his studios. The centuries have
been piling up these Inexhaustible pro-
ductions for him. He has but to use
artistic sense in the matter of selec-
tion.
The motion picture is no longer an

infant art. It is the newest and most
powerful form of dramatic expression.
and there Is no end to which it can
be carried. I firmly believe the day
will come when great poetic pictures
will not only compare with the beet
of the legitimate stage, but will be
upon a parity with the greatest pro-
ductions of grand opera and at corre-
sponding prices. Remember, a fewryears ago it was the limit of extrava-
gnce to spend $500 on a moving pic-
ture production. At that time we
played to Ave cent audiences. Now we

spend $500,000 on a picture, and we
crowd the theaters everywhere at $2
a seat. By this ratio what is to bin-
der the superproducer from spending

I three times that amount and getting
t $5 a seat for it?

"'King Henry VIII.' said Sir Her-
bert Tree, "is human; it is the greata humanity of it that makes it a bully
entertainment, as you say. That'
Shakespeare. I do not believe he was
ever symbolical except in 'The Tempt-
est.' He was too great for that. It is
only your little fellows who don't see
life largely who have to employ sym-
tbolism. L'art nouveau and Shaken-
peare! Could anything be more gro-
teque? The art eternal it should be,
rather."
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